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Trauma And Legal System Grounding Workbook
A grounding and organization worksheet for stressful systems, paperwork, waiting, and aftercare.

Use this at your own pace. Skip, adapt, pause, or stop. You are allowed to choose what fits your body, culture,
privacy, energy, safety, access needs, and real-life limits today.

This is a reflection tool, not a test. One honest sentence, one checked box, or one small next step can be
enough.

A printable reflection and practice resource Trauma, Memory, and the Legal

System
Psychoeducation and grounding for blanking out, freeze and fawn responses, later-emerging details,
hypervigilance, triggering allegations, courthouse stress, and recovery after hearings.

Workbook 06

Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education
Created by Michelle D. Elder, MSW, LMHC Free therapeutic-style education - not therapy, legal advice,
medical care, or emergency response My Reflective Collective - Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education
Page 1 Before you begin This is a person-centered, trauma-informed workbook. You decide what to read,
write, print, share, skip, or stop.

You do not need to prove that something is bad enough before seeking support. A worksheet should never be
used to pressure someone to leave, stay, report, confront, forgive, remember more, or take legal action.

Immediate danger or medical emergency: call 911 in the U.S. or Canada. For suicide or mental-health crisis
support in the U.S. or Canada, call or text 988. For relationship-abuse support in the U.S., contact the National
Domestic Violence Hotline at 800-799-SAFE (7233), text START to 88788, or visit thehotline.org. Services,
privacy practices, and emergency-response policies vary by location.

Technology safety: if someone may monitor your device, accounts, vehicle, home network, or location, use a
safer device or location when possible. Private browsing and deleting history do not erase every record.
Changing access or settings may alert a person who is monitoring you or erase evidence, so consider
confidential technology-safety support before making changes.

This workbook provides general education, not legal advice, representation, investigation, diagnosis,
psychotherapy, medical care, crisis response, or an individualized safety plan. Laws, court procedures,
evidence rules, deadlines, confidentiality, and available remedies differ by place and situation. Consult a
licensed attorney, legal-aid program, tribal legal service, court self-help program, or trained advocate for
guidance that fits your circumstances.

Choice and pacing

- Keep your eyes open, work in short sections, use initials, leave blanks, ask an advocate to sit with you, or
stop.



EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE - NOT THERAPY OR INDIVIDUALIZED CARE
Immediate danger or medical emergency: call 911 | U.S. crisis support: call or text 988 | Michelle D. Elder, MSW, LMHC | Page 2

Store or dispose of completed pages only in ways that support safety. Do not investigate, confront, or test
another person because of a worksheet.

What would help this feel safer or more manageable today? _________
_____________________________________________________________
__ __________________________________________________________
______________ My Reflective Collective - Safety, Advocacy &
Recovery Education Page 2 My support and safety page Write only
what is safe to keep. Consider neutral contact names or an advocate's
guidance if discovery is a ______________________________________
__________________________________ __________________________
______________________________________________ concern.
Immediate emergency plan Confidential advocate or hotline Attorney, legal aid, or court self-help Medical or
mental-health support Trusted person and code word Safer device or location Transportation, children, pets,
language, or accessibility needs My Reflective Collective - Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education Page 3

1. Your nervous system is not a credibility test
Stress responses can affect attention, speech, memory retrieval, body sensations, and the sense of time.

These
reactions do not determine truth or legal credibility. Qualified professionals assess evidence in context.

What happens in my body under pressure ________________________
________________________________________________ ____________
____________________________________________________________
What helps me orient __________________________________________
______________________________ ______________________________
__________________________________________

What accommodations or breaks can I ask about? _________________
_______________________________________________________ _____
_____________________________________________________________
______ My Reflective Collective - Safety, Advocacy & Recovery
Education Page 4

2. Why the mind can go blank
Threat and high stress may narrow attention and make working memory harder to access. Rehearsing a few
grounding cues and asking for repetition may help. Do not guess when you do not know or remember.
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Pause point: If this section increases fear, confusion, dissociation, or
urgency, stop. Orient to the date and place, move toward support, and
use emergency or crisis services when needed.
Signs I am blanking A phrase to request time or repetition Three present-time anchors

3. Freeze, fawn, fight, flight, and shutdown
People may become still, appease, comply, argue, flee, detach, or shift among responses. A survival
response is not consent and is not a moral failure.

Responses I recognize

What each may have protected __________________________________
______________________________________ ______________________
__________________________________________________ What
support helps now ____________________________________________
____________________________ ________________________________
________________________________________ My Reflective Collective
- Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education Page 6

4. Remembering details later
Memory may be incomplete, sensory, or retrieved in pieces. Record later-emerging details honestly with the
date remembered and without filling gaps. Tell an attorney about inconsistencies.

What I remembered and when

What may have prompted it _____________________________________
___________________________________ _________________________
_______________________________________________

What remains uncertain

5. Hypervigilance at court
Security lines, waiting, uniforms, proximity, announcements, and uncertainty can increase arousal. Ask about
separate waiting, escorts, remote appearance, arrival timing, accessibility, and support-person rules.

Likely triggers Route and waiting plan What can orient me
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ My Reflective
Collective - Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education Page 8
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6. Emotional preparation

Practice the sequence rather than a perfect performance: arrival,
check-in, waiting, speaking, breaks, decision, leaving, and aftercare.
Include food, medication as prescribed, transport, and support.
Before court During court Immediately after The next day

7. Triggering statements and allegations
You may hear denial, minimization, blame, or allegations. Hearing a statement does not require an immediate
emotional argument. Follow legal guidance, answer what is asked, and use available breaks.

Words that may activate me A grounding sentence Who can help reality-check later My Reflective Collective -
Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education Page 10

8. Testimony support without scripting facts
Review records, organize dates, listen to complete questions, and say when you do not understand, know, or
remember. Do not memorize or improve facts. Prepare with your attorney.

Records that refresh memory Questions for my attorney How to request a break if permitted My Reflective
Collective - Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education Page 11

9. After-hearing recovery
Adrenaline may drop, rise, or stay flat. Reduce optional demands, eat and hydrate as appropriate, connect
with support, and write next steps after settling.

Safe courthouse exit Who will check in One task that can wait Next practical or legal step My Reflective
Collective - Safety, Advocacy & Recovery Education Page 12 One-page action map

- Choose only steps that fit your safety, legal advice, capacity, culture, privacy, and real life.

What I know right now

What I want help understanding
Most urgent safety consideration One person or service I may contact A step from a safer device or place A
step I am intentionally not taking yet Date to review Resources and scope guidance that fits your
circumstances.

National Domestic Violence Hotline (U.S.) thehotline.org | 800-799-SAFE | text START to 88788 988 Suicide
& Crisis Lifeline Call or text 988 in the U.S. or Canada Emergency services Call 911 for immediate danger or
medical emergency in the U.S./Canada WomensLaw womenslaw.org - U.S. legal information and referrals
Legal Services Corporation lsc.gov - U.S. civil legal-aid finder NNEDV Safety Net techsafety.org -
technology-safety education 211 211.org - community-resource connections in many areas Copyright and
sharing attribution, or present this material as individualized professional advice. Resource listings are starting
points, not endorsements or guarantees.
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Safety, Privacy & Educational Use

My Reflective Collective - Michelle D. Elder, Msw, Lmhc
If there is immediate danger or a medical emergency: Call 911 in the United States or use your local
emergency number. For U.S. suicide or mental-health crisis support, call or text 988. For relationship-safety
support, contact the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 800-799-7233, text START to 88788, or visit
TheHotline.org from a safer device when possible.

Privacy and safer searching If someone may monitor your device, accounts, internet connection, location,
downloads, or browser activity, consider using a safer device and a trusted network. Private browsing may
reduce locally saved history but does not make activity invisible. Clearing history can also be noticed. A
website Quick Exit button changes the page; it cannot erase browser, download, router, account, employer,
school, carrier, or device records. Choose only steps that feel safer in your situation.

Do not store identifying or safety-sensitive answers where another person may find them.

Educational scope and professional limits This resource provides general psychoeducation, reflection, and
wellness support. It is not therapy, counseling, diagnosis, assessment, treatment, medical advice, legal
advice, crisis response, forensic evaluation, or an individualized safety plan.

It does not replace care from a licensed clinician, healthcare professional, attorney, trained advocate,
emergency service, or other qualified professional. Laws, court procedures, services, and risks vary by
location and circumstance.

Choice, pacing, and inclusion You may skip, change, discuss, dictate, draw, pause, or stop any activity. No
exercise can determine what you experienced, diagnose a condition, prove a legal claim, guarantee safety, or
tell you whether to stay, leave, report, reconcile, forgive, or pursue court action. Adapt language and activities
for culture, identity, disability, neurotype, age, literacy, sensory needs, and personal preference. Automatic
translation can make mistakes; confirm legal, medical, emergency, and safety-critical wording with a qualified
person.

Copyright and sharing Created by Michelle D. Elder, MSW, LMHC for My Reflective Collective. Free for
personal educational use and supportive discussion. Keep the creator credit and this safety page with the
resource when sharing. Do not sell, misrepresent, or present it as individualized clinical or legal advice.

MyReflectiveCollective.com - Pause - Reflect - Learn - Practice


